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1. course objectives 

Family law is an all-pervasive law. There is hardly anybody who is not under its purview 

and is not affected by the provisions thereunder. However, a vast majority of us are not 

quite aware of our rights and obligations under the same.  

The objectives of the course, in particular, are as follows: 

• To familiarize students with the dynamics of disputes under personal laws; 

• To identify emerging issues in family law; 

• To understand the lacunae in personal law; 

• To analyse personal law from a gender perspective; 

• To enhance capacity of students to form their own opinions on vital family law 

issues. 

 

2. teaching methodology 

The teaching methodology shall aim at the generation of critical thinking among the 

students. The topic for a particular class shall be informed to the students beforehand and 

readings shall be assigned to them for the said topic. They are expected to have a basic 

idea about the topic prior to the class. Subsequent to a brief lecture on the topic, there 

shall be class discussion on the same as well as on the readings assigned. Pursuant to the 

class discussion, the teacher shall substantiate the issues raised and answer any questions 

posed or left unanswered. Case study method shall be also adopted for relevant topics.  
 

3. expected outcomes of the course 

At the completion of the course, it is humbly expected that the students shall: 

 

• Comprehend the subject matter of the course 

• Be able to analyze contemporary international criminal law problems in the light of 

the concepts learnt 

• Be able to articulate their ideas on the subject matter of the course 

• Produce at least one research paper of publishable quality 

• Desire to take up personal law for further studies 
 

4. course evaluation method 

The Course shall be assessed for 200 marks. The Evaluation scheme would be as follows  

Internal Assessment: 70% (140 marks) 

Semester End Examination: 30% (60 marks) 

Sl. 

No. 
Marks Distribution 

1 Project Work 40 marks 

2 Seminar/Group Discussion 20 marks 



3 Assignment/Assessment  30 marks 

4 Mid-Semester Test 40 marks 

5 Attendance in class 10 marks 

6 Semester End Examination 60 marks 

 

5. detailed structure of the course (specifying course modules 

and sub-modules) 

 

MODULE I 

• Hindu Law 

 

➢ Kinds of Property- Ancestral and Self-acquired/Separate 

➢ Mitakshara and Dayabhaga 

➢ Coparcenary 

➢ Joint Family and HUF 

➢ Survivorship and Succession 

➢ Karta 

➢ Alienation of HUF Property  

➢ Partition 

➢ Notional Partition 

➢ Pious obligation 

➢ Gains of learning  

➢ Doctrine of Blending 

 

 

MODULE II 

• Stridhana- pre and post 1956 

 

• Hindu Women’s Rights to Property Act 1937 

➢ Rights of widows 

➢ Women’s Estate 

 

• Hindu Succession Act 1956 

➢ General principles 

➢ Intestate Succession to a male Hindu 

➢ Intestate Succession to a female Hindu 

➢ Succession rights of illegitimate children 

➢ Special provision regarding dwelling houses 

➢ Disqualifications 

 

• Hindu Succession (Amendment) Act 2005 

 

 

MODULE III 

• Muslim Law 

➢ Sunni (Hanafi) Law of Intestate Succession 



➢ Shia (Ithna Ashari) Law of Intestate Succession 

 

• Christian Law of Intestate Succession 

 

• Parsi Law of Intestate Succession 

 

• Disqualifications under different personal laws 

 

• Constitution of India and Succession and Inheritance 

 

• Law Commission of India on Succession and Inheritance 

 

 

MODULE IV 

 

• Testamentary Succession 

➢ Testamentary succession under different personal laws  

➢ Testamentary capacity 

➢ Wills 

➢ Construction of Wills 

➢ Procedures under the Indian Succession Act, 1925 

➢ Administration of Estates 

 

• Pre-emption 

 

• Law of gifts 

 

• Hiba 

 

• Wakf 

 

• Wasiyat 

 

• Deathbed bequests 

 

• Marz-ul-maut 

 

• Religious and Charitable Endowments  
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2014) Chapter 1, 12, 20. 
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